
 

 

1st US - Danish Biomedical Innovation & Health Meeting  

The Royal Danish Embassy has taken the initiative to create the first of a series of 
US-Danish Biomedical Innovation and Health Meetings. The meetings will focus on 
strengthening the relationship a nd collaboration between biomedical regions of 

excellence in the United States and Denmark.  

The 1 st  US-Danish Biomedical Innovation and Health Meeting, spans three 
consecutive days from September 8th -10th in Boston, MA and Washington DC. It is 
the first cr oss- regional initiative to focus on success models in biomedical innovation 
and healthcare delivery, and will include academia, research institutions, industry 
and public health officials from Boston, Massachusetts, Washington D.C. and 
Denmark.  

The objecti ve of the Meeting:  

1.  To establish a cross - regional initiative to enhance biomedical innovation 
between the super clusters in Massachusetts and Denmark/Medicon Valley.  

2.  Involve all levels of interest; academia, industry, business and public health 
policy, to  explore the nature of biomedical innovation and how to foster an 
infrastructure that enhances long - term economic growth.  

3.  Enhancing a science -based economy and skilled workforce.  

4.  Strengthen the relation between Washington D.C. and Denmark on issues 
relate d to regulation and health policies to make healthcare better, safer and 
more accessible to consumers.  

Confirmed speakers  

¶ Friis Arne Petersen, Danish Ambassador to the United States  
¶ Tevi D. Troy, Deputy Secretary, US Department of Health and Human Servic es 

¶ Christian Schßnau, Deputy Secretary, Denmarkôs Ministry of Health and 

Prevention  
¶ Robert S. Langer, ScD, MIT  
¶ Bhaskar Chakravorti, Partner, Life Sciences, McKinsey & Co.  
¶ Kenneth I. Kaitin, PhD, Director, Tufts, Center for the Study of Drug 

Development  
¶ Jack Wilson, PhD, President, University of Massachusetts  

¶ Barrett J. Rollins, MD, PhD, Chief Scientific Officer, Dana -Farber Cancer 
Institute and Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School  

¶ Kevin OôSullivan, President and CEO, Massachusetts Biomedical Initiatives  
¶ William F. Crowley, Jr. M.D., Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, 

Director, Harvard Reproductive Endocrine Sciences Center, Director of Clinical 
Research, Mass. General Hospital  

¶ Ranch C. Kimball, President and Chief Executive Officer o f Joslin Diabetes Center  
¶ Patrik Dahlén, President, CEO, DAKO Denmark A/S  

¶ Elisabeth Manford, Invest in Denmark  
¶ Jens Chr. Djurhuus, Clinical Institute, Skejby Hospital  
¶ Julio Celis, Danish Cancer Society  
¶ Kristian Helin, Professor, Group Leader, Director, BR IC 
¶ Albert Sokol, Partner , Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge  

¶ Tanisha Carino, Ph.D., Vice President, Avalere Health LLC  
¶ Jørgen Kjems, iNANO, University of Aarhus  

Unique Curriculum of Experts & Key - Thought Leaders  

The meeting assembles some of the worldôs foremost experts within biomedical 
innovation, w ho are recognized for their commitment and continued efforts in 
building successful models for biomedical innovation and commercialization.  

Measurable outcomes of the meeting will include presentations, health innovation 

roundtables, visit programs , one -on-one meetings, establishment of networks and 
the collection and reporting of results and recommendations.  

For further information or registration, please contact  

Joakim Steen Mikkelsen  
Managing Healthcare Counselor  
Embassy of Denmark  

Tel.  +1 202 -797 -5310  
E-mail:  joamik@um.dk  

Or refer to our website www.ambwashington.um.dk

3200 Whitehaven St., NW 

Washington, DC 20008-3686 

Phone: +1 (202) 234 4300 

Fax: +1 (202) 328 1470 

E-mail: wasamb@um.dk 

http://www.denmarkemb.org 

Sup porting organizations:  

Royal Danish Embassy  

Washington 
 

mailto:joamik@um.dk
http://www.ambwashington.um.dk/
http://www.ambwashington.um.dk/


 

US- Danish Biomedical Innovation and Health Meeting  

September 8 ï 10, 2008  

 

Day 1: First  US- Danish Bi omedical Innovation Meeting  

September 8, 2008, Boston, MA  

 

The US-Danish Biomedical Innovation Meeting is the first cross - regional initiative to focus on the 
convergence of biomedical innovation, academia, research institutions and industry between 
Massach usetts and Denmark/Medicon Valley.  

The meeting aims to:  

1.  Establish a lasting cross - regional initiative to enhance biomedical innovation.  

2.  Foster an environment to promote ideas, research and innovation.  

3.  Develop and building a successful innovative infrastruc ture.  

4.  Enhance a science -based economy and skilled workforce.  

Day 2: Biomedical Partnership Day  

September 9, 2008, Boston, MA  

 

Following the first US -Danish Biomedical Innovation Meeting, the Royal Danish Embassy and Invest 
in Denmark hosts a Biomedical Pa rtnership Day.  

The objective of the day is to:  

1.  Showcase state -of - the -art biomedical research and science advances, presented by 
academia, research institutions and companies.  

2.  Educate academia, research institutions and companies in international collaborat ion 
between Boston, MA and Danish participants.  

3.  Provide a panel of Industry, Regulatory, Legal Experts and Venture Providers to facilitate 
companiesô successful commercialization of biomedical innovation. 

In this way, the meeting will provide a unique foru m to network, learn and develop new approached 
to successful innovation and facilitate cross -regional collaboration.  

Day 3: Healthcare Day in the US Congress  

September 10, 2008, Washington DC  

 

The United States and Danish healthcare systems both face many  current and future challenges; in 
relation to growing costs, increased regulation, changing demographics, and to ensure consumers 
access to newest and safest treatment options.   

The Healthcare Day in the US Congress aims at addressing innovative ways in which the US and 
Denmark can structure health regulation and policies to make healthcare better, cheaper and more 
accessible to consumers.  

Health policy officials and industry will convene in the US Congress and later the same day at a 
reception hosted by  the Royal Danish Embassy to present, discuss and network about the forces 
affecting innovative efforts and how to manage and benefit from successful initiatives.  

The participants will be US and Danish health authorities, policy makers, regulators, indust ry and 
patient associations. The day will draw on the strengths and experiences in both Denmark and the 
US. 

  



 

Agenda, d ay 1: US- Danish Biomedical Innovation Meeting  

September 8, 2008 (draft agenda)  

Location: Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge, 111 Huntington A venue  
Boston, MA 02199 -7613  

 

8:00 ï 9:00 am  Registration and Breakfast  

9:00 ï 10:15 am  Opening Public Officials Key Note Address  

Welcome, Introduction & Goals of Meeting  
By Friis Arne Petersen, Denmarkôs Ambassador to the United States (Confirmed)  

Govern orôs Life Sciences Initiative 
By Governor Deval L. Patrick, Detailing Massachusetts $1 billion biotechnology legislation 
(Invited)  

Life Sciences ï A Vision to 2020  
Speaker: (TBA) 

10:15 ï 10:30 am  Networking Coffee Break  

10:30 ï 12:00 pm  The Science & th e Business Key Note Address  

Changing Models of Biomedical Research and Innovation  
By William Crowley Jr. M.D., Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Director, 
Harvard Reproductive Endocrine Sciences Center, Director of Clinical Research, Mass. 
General Hospital  

Business  Commercial Applications of Science -  The invention and development of 

innovative biomaterials  
By Robert S. Langer, ScD, MIT (Confirmed)  

A Success Story in Pharmacodiagnostics, How Do We Repeat It?  
By Patrik Dahlén, President and CEO,  DAKO A/S (Confirmed)  

Q&A  after each presentation  

12:00 ï 1:00 pm  Luncheon  

1:00 ï 2:00 pm  Innovative Public - Private Partnerships in Biomedical Innovation   

Innovative Collaboration between Academia and Industry  
Bhaskar Chakravorti, McKinsey & Co. (Confirm ed)  

Subject (TBA)  
Novo Nordisk A/S, speaker (TBA)  

Subject (TBA)  
Coloplast A/S, speaker (TBA)  

Q&A  after each presentation  

2:00 ï 3:00 pm  Innovative Product Development  

Innovation at a Crossroad: Challenges and Opportunities for the Research - Based 
Biomedica l Industry  
By Kenneth I. Kaitin, PhD, Director, Tufts, Center for the Study of Drug Development 
(Confirmed)  

Q&A  

3:00 ï 3:30 pm  Coffee Break  

3:30 ï 4:30 pm  Innovation Around Therapeutic Technologies  

Diabetes Research & Innovation  
By Ranch C. Kimball, Pre sident and CEO, Joslin Diabetes Center, Inc. (Confirmed)  

21st Century Cancer Research: Balancing In novation and Project Management  
By Barrett Rollins, MD, PhD, Chief Scientific Officer, Dana Faber Cancer Institute 
(Confirmed)  

Q&A  after each presentation  

4:30 ï 5:30 pm  Innovative Workforce & Human Capital  

The Development of an Innovative Workforce  
By Jack Wilson, PhD, President, University of Massachusetts (Confirmed)  

Collaboration on Workforce Education, Exchange and Retention  
By Kevin OôSullivan, President and CEO, Massachusetts Biomedical Initiatives (Confirmed)  
Q&A  after each presentation  

5:30 ï 6:30 pm  Open Networking Cocktail Reception  




